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taxed for state revenue purposes, such class shall not be otherwise taxed for 
general county, township or municipal purposes." 

SEC. 2. That the foregoing proposed amendment to the constitution of the 
state of Iowa be, and the same is hereby referred to the legislature to be 
chosen at the next general election for members of the general assembly, and 
that the secretary of state cause the same to be published for three months 
previous to the day of such election, as provided by law. 

Resolved further, that should said proposed amendment be agreed to by a 
majority of the members of the said succeeding general assembly, the said 
proposed amendment shall be submitted to the electors of the state of Iowa at 
the general election in the year 1916. 

Approved April 16 A. D. 1913. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO.5. 

PROVIDING FOR THE INITIATIVE AXD REFERENDUM. 

HOUSE .JOINT RESOLUTIO~. 

Joint resolution to amend the constitution relating to legislative authority; providing 
for the Initiative and referendum with reference to the enactment of laws. or laws 
enacted by the general assembly. and amendments to the constltutlon_ 

Be it resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

That the following, designated as section one (1), be and the same is here­
by proposed as an amendment to section one (1), of articles (III) of the 
legislative department of the constitution of the state of Iowa, which, when 
agreed to by this, the thirty-fifth general assembly, shall be referred to the 
thirty-sixth general assembly and, if by it agreed to, shall be referred to the 
qualified electors of the state of Iowa, and, if approved and ratified by a ma­
jority of the qualified electors voting thereon, it shall be valid as a part of 
the constitution of the state of Iowa, as amended, and, when said section one 
(1). of article (III) of the legislative department is so amended, it shall read 
as follows: 

SECTION 1. The legislative authority of this state shall be vested in a 
general assembly which shall consist of a senate and house· of representatives, 
and the style of every law shall be, "Be it enacted by the general assembly 
of the state of Iowa", but the people reserve unto themselves the right and 
power to propose laws, to enact. approve or reject the same at the polls, in­
dependent of the general assembly, and reserve the right and power to ap­
prove or reject any item, section or part of any act enacted by the general 
assembly, except otherwise provided by this section. 

The general assembly shall fix the number of qualified electors required 
to propose the enactment of any proposed law, which shall be not less than 
twelve (12%) per cent nor more than twenty-two (22%) per cent of the 
qualified electors of each of the congressional districts of the state. Every 
law proposed by the people shall be presented by petition, si~ned by the re­
quired number of qualified electors, addressed to and filed with the secretary 
of state not less than one hundred and fifty (150) days before the· general 
election at which the proposed law shall be submitted. The petition shall 
contain the full text of the proposed law, with title and, enacting clause. 
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If the proposed measure be to enact a law, the enacting clause shall be as 
follows: "Be it enacted by the people of the state of Iowa." 

The right and power to initiate and enact laws shall be restricted within 
the same constitutional limitations as apply to the general assembly. 

The required number of qualified electors required to exercise the right 
and power to require an act passed by the general assembly to be referred for 
approval or rejection shall be fixed by the general assembly, but shall not 
be less than ten (10%) per cent nor more than twenty (20%) per cent of 
the qualified electors of each of the congressional districts of the state. Peti­
tions therefor shall be addressed to and filed with the secretary of state within 
ninety (90) days from the final adjournment of the general assembly which 
passed the act to which the petition is addressed, and shall contain a. full 
text of that part of the act to be referred; but such right and power shall not 
extend or apply to an act passed by the general assembly relating to the 
preservation of the public peace, public health or appropriations for the sup­
port and maintenance of the department of state and state institutions. All 
acts, and parts thereof, enacted by the general assembly and submitted to the 
people shall be and remain in full force and effect until rejected by the 
people, as herein provided. , 

Until the general assembly enacts a law fixing the per cent of qualified 
electors required for petition, the required per cent shall in all cases be fifteen 
(15%) per cent of, the qualified electors of each of the congressional districts 
of the state. 

The whole number of votes cast for secretary of state at the regular general 
election past preceding the filing of petition shall be the basis for the num­
ber of legal voters required to sign such petition. 

The veto power of the governor shall not apply or extend to any measure 
initiated and el!,acted by the people. 

All measures for proposed laws under the initiative or referred under the 
referendum shall be submitted to the people for adoption or rejection at the 
regular biennial election first occurring after the filing of the petition. 

All measures for proposed laws under the initiative shall become a law 
when approved by a majority of the voters whose votes are cast thereon, and 
shall take effect as hereinafter provided. 

Any measure referred under the referendum shall cease to be a law when 
rejected by a majority of the voters whose votes are cast thereon and pro­
clamation has been made by the governor as hereinafter provided. All pro­
posed laws under the initiative shall take effect and any measure referred 
under the referendum shall cease to be a law from and after the date of official 
declaration of the vote thereon by proclamation issued by the governor. 
which shall be not later than thirty days after the vote has been canvassed 
by the state canvassing board for that purpose, composed of the governor, 
secretary of state and attorney general, and certificate thereof made not 
later than December first following the election. 

The petition contemplated by this section shall consist of sheets having 
such general form. printed or written, as shall be prescribed by the secretary 
of state, and shall be signed by the required number of qualified electors. in 
their proper persons only. to which shall be attached the resident addresses 
of such persons signing the petition and the date of signing. To each of 
such sheets shall be attached and made a part thereof an affidavit of some 
qualified elector that each signature thcreon is the signature of the person 
whose name it purports to be, and that, to the best of the knowledge and be­
lief of the affiant, each of the persons signing said petition was, at the time 
of signing, a qualified elector. Such petition, so verified, shall be prima 
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facie evidence that the signatures thereon are genuine and true, and that 
the persons signing the same are qualified electors of the state of Iowa. 

Immediately upon the filing of a petition for the submission of a proposed 
law to the voters, the secretary of state shall submit the said proposed law to 
the supreme court for its opinion upon the constitutionality thereof, which 
shall be rendered within twenty (20) days, and if the court finds that the 
proposed measure conflicts with the constitution of the United States or the 
state of Iowa, the proposed measure shall not be submitted. 

Until the general assembly shall provide by law a method of procedure of 
printing, distributing and submitting proposed measures, the secretary of 
state shall, ninety (90) days preceding the general election at which the meas· 
ure will be voted upon. cause to be printed any and all measures for or to 
which petition has been filed, in pamphlet form, containing the full text 
thereof, with the title and enacting clause, together with. arguments for 
and against the same, within the limits prescrib~d by the secretary of state. 
The number printed shall be not less than one for each voter voting at the 
last general election preceding the filing of the petition, which shall be de· 
livered to the county auditor of each county. 

For each voter in each voting precinct of each political party voting at 
the last general election, the auditor of each county shall deliver one copy 
to each precinct committeeman of each political party in the county. 

The secretary of state shall submit all measures petitioned for in accord­
ance with the provisions of this section, to the people for adoption or re­
jection at the polls in compliance herewith: but tlle right and power re­
served to the people shall not operate to deprive or limit the power of the 
gt:'neral assembly to enact laws. 

If. at an election. conflicting measures submitted to the voters of the 
state shall be approved- by a majority of the votes. severally cast thereon. 
the measure rt:'ceiving- the hig-hest nnmher of affirmative vott:'s shall become 
Jaw as to all conflicting provisions. 

Insofar as applicahle. the pT'ovisions of this amendment shall govern in 
the initiative and adoption of amendments to the constitution; provided. 
however, that no amendment so submitted shall become a part of the consti­
tution until it shall have first received an affirmative majority vote at two 
snc('essiv(' regular biennial !'l!'etions. the majority vote at the first of which 
!"hall he the authority for prepaT'atil)n of the ballot and re·submission at the 
second. The word" enacted" shall be replaced by tIle word "resolved" in 
th(> enacting- clause when amendments to the constitution are submitted. This 
section of the constitution shall be, in all respects, self. executive. 

~<\pproved April 17 A. D. 1913. 
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